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HISTORICAL CONTEXT

While Molly Sweeney was not written to be set in a specific time period, the text is influenced by
the context in which it was written; that of 1990s Ireland. The position of women and people with
disabilities in Ireland throughout the 20th century gives important background to Molly’s life and
her story on stage.

“But a lovely woman. No trouble at all. If they were all as nice and quiet...”

Life for Irish women when Brian Friel was growing up was dictated by the traditional gender roles set
out by the Catholic Church, which expected them to prioritize their domestic roles as wives and moth-
ers. Women such as Friel’s own mother would have been subject to the marriage bar which required
women to resign from civil and public service jobs once they got married and banned married women
from applying for vacant positions. This bar was not lifted until 1973.

By the latter half of the century, significant strides were being made towards gender equality. In the
1990s, women in Ireland were increasingly asserting their rights and challenging societal norms,
leading independent lives outside of marriage. This period witnessed significant changes in Irish
law, including the introduction of legislation which aimed to address gender inequality in various
spheres of life. In 1990, Ireland passed legislation criminalizing marital rape, recognizing the rights
of women within marriage and addressing a long-standing gap in legal protection. When Friel wrote
Molly Sweeney, divorce was not yet legal in Ireland. Campaigns in the early 1990s urged women not
to vote in favor of legalizing divorce for fear that men would leave their households in droves.
Divorce was finally legalized until 1996, while Molly Sweeney was having it's New York premiere.

“She had a full life and never felt at all deprived.”

The 1990s in Ireland also saw an improvement in the treatment of people with disabilities.
Throughout the 20th century and far before it, disabled individuals in Ireland faced systematic
marginalization and discrimination, with limited resources and societal attitudes towards disability
hindering access to education, employment, and social participation for disabled individuals.
Historically, disabled people in Ireland were often institutionalized, segregated from society, and
denied opportunities for independent living. Institutions such as asylums and industrial schools
subjected disabled individuals to harsh conditions and limited their autonomy. Prevailing stigmas
surrounding disability perpetuated misconceptions and barriers to inclusion; on stage, we see this
difference in the treatment of Molly in comparison to her mother.

Molly lives a full life because of successful efforts to improve the lives of disabled people in Ireland
throughout the 20th century, driven by advocacy groups and legislative reforms. Established in
1931, the National Council for the Blind of Ireland is an organization working to empower blind and
visually impaired individuals in Ireland. The NCBI offers a range of support services to promote the
full participation and integration of blind individuals in society. In 1960, the Irish Wheelchair
Association was founded to improve the lives of people with physical disabilities.

In 1998, four years after Molly Sweeney was written, Ireland passed the Employment Equality Act,
which prohibited discrimination against employees or job seekers on the grounds of disability. This
legislation marked a crucial step towards promoting equal opportunities for disabled individuals in
the workforce and combating systemic discrimination. The Education for Persons with Special
Educational Needs Act, which was developed in the late 1990s and passed in 2004, aimed to
provide inclusive education for students with special needs, including those with physical or
intellectual disabilities. This legislation mandated supports and accommodations to facilitate the
participation and integration of students with disabilities in mainstream educational settings.




MOLLY SWEENEY: PRODUCTION HISTORY

Molly Sweeney premiered at The Gate Theatre in Dublin on August 9th, 1994, with Brian Friel
taking on the role of director for the first time in his decades-long career. Despite his previous
two shows — Dancing at Lughnasa and Wonderful Tennessee — being produced at Ireland’s
national theater, The Abbey, Friel decided to stage Molly Sweeney at The Gate due to its more
intimate setting. The Gate was approximately half the size of The Abbey, seating 330 guests at
the time.

The original cast included Catherine Byrne as Molly, Mark Lambert as Frank Sweeney, and T. P.
McKenna as Mr. Rice. McKenna had previously appeared in The Communication Cord a decade
prior to Molly Sweeney, and would go on to star in Aristocrats at London’s National Theatre in
2005. Catherine Byrne was a veteran of Friel’s plays by this time, having also appeared in
Dancing at Lughnasa and Wonderful Tennessee, and would go on to star in Aristocrats in 1999.

Joe Dowling, former director of The Abbey Theatre, asserted that Byrne was an influential figure
for Friel while he was writing Molly Sweeney, telling The New York Times in 1996, “l think, though
| haven't spoken to Brian about it, that to a large extent it was written for her. It certainly was
written with her in mind.” While some considered Byrne to be Friel’'s muse at the time, the actress
denied this claim, pointing to his long history of playwriting before the pair had met.

Friel famously doubted the function of a director, having stated that, “I want a director to call
rehearsals, to make sure the actors are there on time and to get them to speak their lines
clearly and distinctly. I've no interest whatever in his concept or interpretation. | think it's almost
a bogus career. When did these people appear on the scene? One hundred years ago?” With
Molly Sweeney, he fulfilled his wish of a director-free rehearsal room (he added that all one
needs is “an efficient stage manager”) by placing himself in the role, extending his function as
playwright.

Molly Sweeney was Friel’s first play after Wonderful Tennessee which, despite fine reviews,
closed on Broadway after just nine performances. The stakes were heightened for this new play,
with theatergoers questioning if Friel had lost his magic. They concluded he hadn’t, when Molly
Sweeney opened to high praise from Irish publications after its run at The Gate, and the show
transferred to The Almeida Theatre in London with the same cast. The transfer was successful,
with BBC radio saying the play “has restored Friel, put him back on course.”

Molly Sweeney moved to Broadway almost one year after its London debut. It opened in January
1996 at Roundabout Theatre Company’s Laura Pels Theater in the Criterion Center with Catherine
Byrne still in the titular role. She was joined by Alfred Molina and Jason Robards in the production
which won the Lucille Lortel Award for Outstanding Play.

Molly Sweeney has been produced across the world since it opened in 1994, with notable
productions in The Guthrie Theatre in 2002, directed by Joe Dowling, and The Gate Theatre in
20M, where it first premiered. The Irish Repertory Theatre first staged Molly Sweeney in 2011,
directed by Charlotte Moore and featuring Geraldine Hughes in the titular role, with Ciardn
O’Reilly and Jonathan Hogan as Frank Sweeney and Mr. Rice. The production moved to the Long
Wharf Theatre in New Haven with Simone Kirby taking over the role of Molly. In 2020, Geraldine
Hughes and Ciardn O'Reilly reprised their roles for Irish Rep’s inaugural Performance on Screen
during the theatre’s COVID-19 shut down.

“I am particularly indebted to Oliver Sacks’ case history 'To See and Not See' and the
long strange history of such cases.” — Brian Friel
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CAST

Mr. Rice Rufus Collins

John Keating

Sarah Street

TIME & PLACE

Unspecified Time
Ballybeg, County Donegal, Ireland

RUNNING TIME: 2 hours and 15 minutes, including an intermission

Special thanks to David Toser




WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

RUFUS COLLINS (Mr. Rice) is thrilled to be
back at the Rep where he appeared
previously in Translations, The Dead, 1904,
The Quare Land and Aristocrats. Broadway:
The Royal Family, To Be or Not To Be, A Day
in the Death of Joe Egg, An Ideal Husband,
The Homecoming. Off-Broadway: Road to
Damascus, The Seagqull, Orson’s Shadow,
House and Garden. Regional highlights:
Lifespan of a Fact (Hartford Theater Works),
My Fair Lady and Gypsy (Sharon Playhouse),
Venusin Fur(Goodman), Seminar (Philadelphia
Theatre Co.), Michael Von Seibenburg Melts
Through the Floorboards (Humana), The Old
Masters (Long Wharf), The Autumn Garden
and Dissonance (Williamstown), The Real
Thing and Sherlock’s Last Case (Huntington),
In This Corner (0ld Globe), Dinner with
Friends, Hedda Gabler, Indian Ink, The Ruling
Class, Macbeth. Film: After the Wedding,
The Geezer, Wanted, Joshua, Milia.
Television: The Blacklist, The Deuce, Madam
Secretary, Elementary, Mysteries of Laura,
Forever, Mozart in the Jungle, Law & Order
(all versions).

JOHN KEATING (Frank Sweeney) is delighted
to be back at Irish Rep for his 27th show
with the Company. Recent favorites include
Translations, Autumn Royal, Two by Synge,
Lady G, Pigeon in the Taj Mahal, The Weir
(three runs, including the virtual run in 2020),
and The O’Casey Cycle (2020 Callaway Award)
and he was very honored to share the lIrish
Rep Sustained Excellence Award with Terry
Donnelly in 2019. A prominent New York
stage actor, John has also performed with
Theatre for a New Audience 6 times (most
recently in Arin Arbus' The Winter’s Tale and
Trevor Nunn’s Pericles), and many other NYC
companies, including Atlantic, Roundabout,
Mint, Irish Arts, Pond, La Mama, Coop,
Pearl, and most leading American regional
theatres. TV includes Boardwalk Empire
(recurring), The Blacklist, John Adams,
The Following, Ray Donovan, SVU, Alpha
House, High Maintenance, Nurse Jackie,
Lipstick Jungle. Film includes Kelly Reichardt's
First Cow (Time Magazine film of the year
2020), Aaron Schimberg’s A Different Man
(winter 2024), The Lone Ranger, Emerald City,

Misty Button, Freedom. John has narrated
over 200 audiobooks (Audie winner, SOVA
nominee).

SARAH STREET (Molly Sweeney) is delighted
to be back at the Irish Rep. Recent theatre
credits include Aristocrats directed by
Charlotte Moore (Irish Rep), Good Vibrations
U/S directed by Des Kennedy (Irish Arts
Center), Intelligence directed by Jess Chayes
(Dutch Kills Theater Co. at Edinburgh Fringe),
Belfast Girls directed by Nicola Murphy (Irish
Rep), Afterwards, written and directed by
Enda Walsh (Irish Arts Center). Other theatre
credits include: Skylight, Palm Beach
Dramaworks directed by Vanessa Moroscoe,
Dublin Carol directed by Ciaran O’Reilly,
Juno and the Paycock directed by Neil Pepe,
The Plough and the Stars and Rebel in the
Soul directed by Charlotte Moore (Irish Rep),
Sing Street V/O (The New York Theatre
Workshop) directed by Rebecca Taichman,
The Naturalists co-directed by Colleen Clinton
and Lily Dorment (The Pond Theatre), Muswell
Hill directed by Shannon Patterson (The
Barrow Group), Dying for It directed by John
Keating (Origin Theatre) and Abigail’s Party
directed by Lee Brock (The Barrow Group/The
Pond Theatre). Recent TV credits include-
Inside Amy Schumer Season 5 (Paramount
Plus) Law & Order: SVU (NBC). Sarah also
works in film, commercials and voiceover.
She was just nominated for “Outstanding
Actress in a Film” at The Nice International
Film Festival 2023. Her first feature film The
Mustache Ride is currently in development.
sarah-street.com

BRIAN FRIEL (Playwright) (1929-2015) is
widely regarded as one of Ireland’s greatest
dramatists, having written over 30 plays
across six decades. He was a member of
Aosddna, the society of lIrish artists, the
American Academy of Arts and Letters, the
Irish Academy of Letters, and the Royal
Society of Literature where he was made a
Companion of Literature. He was awarded
the Ulysses Medal by University College,
Dublin. Plays include Hedda Gabler (after
Ibsen), The Home Place, Performances,
Three Plays After (Afterplay, The Bear, The




WHO’S WHO IN THE CAST

Yalta Game), Uncle Vanya (after Chekhov),
Give Me Your Answer Do!, Molly Sweeney
(Winner of the New York Drama Critics Circle
Award for Best Foreign Play), Wonderful
Tennessee, A Month in the Country and
Fathers and Sons (both after Turgenev), The
London Vertigo (after Charles Macklin),
Dancing at Lughnasa (Winner of 3 Tony
Awards including Best Play, New York Drama
Critics Circle Award for Best Play, Olivier
Award for Best Play), Making History, The
Communication Cord, American Welcome,
Three Sisters (after Chekhov), Translations,
Aristocrats (Winner of the Evening Standard
Award for Best Play and New York Drama
Critics Circle Award for Best Foreign Play),
Faith Healer, Living Quarters, Volunteers,
The Freedom of the City, The Gentle Island,
The Mundy Scheme, Crystal and Fox, Lovers:
Winners and Losers, The Loves of Cass
Maguire, and Philadelphia, Here | Come!.

CHARLOTTE MOORE (Director, Artistic
Director) Recent directing assignments:
Aristocrats (as part of Irish Rep's 35th season
long celebration: The Friel Project), Dear Liar
(as part of the Letters Series), A Child's
Christmas in Wales, Two by Synge, The
Streets of New York, Meet Me in St. Louis®,
Love, Noél*, Molly Sweeney*, (*Performances
on Screen), London Assurance, Love, Noél:
The Songs and Letters of Noél Coward, The
Plough and the Stars as part of The O’Casey
Cycle, On a Clear Day You Can See Forever,
Three Small Irish Masterpieces by W.B Yeats,
Lady Gregory and J.M. Synge. New York
premiere of Brian Friel’s The Home Place,
World premiere of Larry Kirwan’s Rebel in the
Soul, Finian’s Rainbow, The Phyllis Newman
Women’s Health Initiative Gala, Truman
Capote’s A Christmas Memory, Juno and the
Paycock and Dancing at Lughnasa. New York
stage appearances include A Perfect Ganesh,
Meet Me in St. Louis, The Perfect Party,
Morning’s at Seven, Private Lives (with
Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton), and
many performances with the New York
Shakespeare Festival. Ms. Moore has
received two Tony Award nominations, the
Outer Critics Circle Award, the Drama Desk
Award, the Drama League Award, the Irish

America Top 100 Irish Award, The Eugene
O’Neill Lifetime Achievement Award, and the
2008 Irish Women Of The Year Award. She is
the recipient of the St. Patrick’s Committee in
Holyoke’s John F. Kennedy National Award,
and has thrice been listed as one of the “Top
50 Power Women” in Irish America Magazine.
Charlotte was named “Director of the Year”
by The Wall Street Journal in 2011. Charlotte
has been inducted in to the Irish America Hall
of Fame and awarded the Presidential
Distinguished Service Award for the lrish
Abroad in 2019 by President of lIreland,
Michael D. Higgins.

CHARLIE CORCORAN (Scenic Design) NY
designs include: Endgame, The Butcher Boy,
A Touch of the Poet, Autumn Royal, The
O’Casey Cycle (Henry Hewes Design Award),
The Seafarer, On Beckett, Shining City, The
Emperor Jones (Hewes Design Award nom.),
The Weir (Irish Rep), The Quare Land (Origin
First Irish Award), Billy and Ray (Vineyard
Theatre), Straight (Acorn Theatre), The
Marriage of Figaro, The Triumph of Love
(Juilliard), Craving for Travel (Peter J. Sharp
Theatre), The Last Smoker In America
(Westside Theatre), A Perfect Future (Cherry
Lane), The Bully Pulpit (Beckett Theatre),
Exits And Entrances (Primary Stages).
Regional theatre designs include: A Comedy
of Tenors Outer Critics Circle Award,
Cleveland Playhouse, McCarter Theatre),
Vanya and Sonia and Masha and Spike (The
Goodman Theatre), The Barber Of Seville,
The Marriage Of Figaro (The McCarter
Theatre), Ma Rainey’s Black Bottom, Absurd
Person Singular, Noises Off (Two River
Theatre), Without Walls (Center Theatre
Group), The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee (Buck’s County Playhouse), Bad
Jews (Ensemble Theatre Company/English
Theatre of Frankfurt) Opera designs include:
Fidelio (Santa Fe Opera), Cosi Fan Tutte (co-
production Metropolitan Opera and Juilliard),
Don Giovanni, Katya Kabanova (Juilliard), The
Turn of the Screw, The Flood (Opera
Columbus), The Magic Flute, The Bartered
Bride (Granada Theatre, Santa Barbara),
L’Opera Seria (Wolftrap Opera). TV designs
include: Full Frontal with Samantha Bee
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(TBS), Mozart in the Jungle (Amazon), Believe
(NBC), Madam Secretary (CBS).

LINDA FISHER (Costume Design) Costume
designs have appeared in such Broadway
productions as A Tuna Christmas and Morning’s
at Seven (1980, for which she also designed
several tours and the CBS cable version). She
also created the costumes for A Greater Tuna
and Red, White, and Tuna for Regional, Off-
Broadway and television, plus a fourth in the
series, Tuna Does Vegas. Other Film/TV credits
include: After the Storm, Stephen King’s The
Langoliers, The Private History of a Campaign
That Failed, Pudd’nhead Wilson, and Rachel
River for American Playhouse. At Irish Rep (Her
30th Show): The O’Casey Cycle (co-design with
David Toser), Three Small Irish Masterpieces,
Rebel in the Soul, The Burial at Thebes, Da, Port
Authority, Transport, A Celtic Christmas, The
Streets of New York (twice), A Life, Long Day’s
Journey Into Night, Eclipsed, The Hostage,
The Colleen Bawn, Endgame, The Hairy Ape,
Take Me Along, The Master Builder, Ernest
in Love, Molly Sweeney, The Shaughraun
(twice), Dancing at Lughnasa, Beyond the
Horizon, Donnybrook! and more. Designs for
other Off-Broadway companies include:
Manhattan Theatre Club, Playwrights’ Horizons,
Roundabout Theatre, and the Public Theater.
Regional theatres include: Westport Country
Playhouse, Dallas Theatre Center, The Guthrie
Theatre, Long Wharf Theatre, Arena Stage,
Houston’s Alley Theater, Seattle Rep, Alaska
Rep, Westen Playhouse and the Williamstown
and Berkshire Theatre Festivals. BFA from the
University of Texas and MFA from the Yale
Drama School.

MICHAEL GOTTLIEB (Lighting Design) has
designed over 50 productions at the Irish
Repertory Theatre, where his credits include A
Touch of the Poet (Henry Hewes Design Award
nomination), The O’Casey Cycle (Henry Hewes
Design Award nomination), Bill Irwin: On
Beckett, Woody Sez, Woman & Scarecrow and
The Weir. His other New York designs include
the Broadway musical Lysistrata Jones,
Storyville (York), Major Barbara (Pearl), Signs
of Life (AMAS), Spain (MCC), and Election Day
(Second Stage). Regional work includes

credits at The Goodspeed, Trinity Rep, The
Hangar, The Long Wharf and The Old Globe.
He has an Emmy Award and several other
award nominations for his work in television.
Michael is a graduate of Vassar and The British
& European Studies Group, London. mgld.com

HIDENORI NAKAJO (Sound Design) NYC:
Still (Colt Coeur), The Life & Smiles of Marc
Summers (New World Stages), The Creeps
(Playhouse 46), OCTET (Signature, Obie
Award, Drama Desk nom., Lucille Lortel nom.,
Henry Hewes Design Awards nom.), Autumn
Royal (Irish Rep, Drama Desk nom., Henry
Hewes Design Awards nom.), ma:nin [morn-
ing// mourning] by Gelsey Bell (Prototype
Festival), Dodi & Diana (Colt Coeur), Regional:
OCTET (Berkeley Rep), Moby Dick (AR.T.,
Elliot Norton Award), Guys & Dolls (Guthrie),
Still (Dorset Theatre Festival), Other World
(Delaware Theater Company), Hold These
Truths (People’s Light), Into the Burrow, A
Peter Rabbit Tale (Alliance, GA), A Gift of Love
with Adam McKnight (Alliance, GA). Broadway
Associate: Camelot, The Kite Runner, The
Front Page. Broadway Assistant: The
Lightning Thief, Be More Chill, Allegiance,
Gigi. Tour Associate: The Kite Runner (North
American Tour), My Fair Lady (NE Tour). He
served Japanese theatrical productions as a
bilingual engineer/coordinator for Ikuko
Kawai & Orchestra Hibiki (Jazz at Lincoln),
One Green Bottle by Noda Map (La MaMa)
and more for Lincoln Center Festival 2015-17.
A member of IATSE ACT and Local USA 829.

JEFF DAVOLT (Production Stage Manager)
For Irish Rep: Endgame, Autumn Royal, Dublin
Carol, The Dead, 1904, The Seafarer, The
Weir, Sea Marks, The Burial at Thebes, Lady
G, Afterplay, Love Noél, YES! Reflections of
Molly Bloom. Selected NYC: Rock & Roll Man,
Actors Studio Rep Season (2021/2022),
Fruma Sarah - Waiting in the Wings,
Spamilton, Rock of Ages, The Great Divorce,
The Last Smoker in America, Lucy, Lenin’s
Embalmers, End Days, Junie B. Jones, EST
Marathon (2007-2009), The HOWL Arts
Festival, and several industrial shows. TV:
The Victoria’s Secret Fashion Show (CBS),
The History Makers (PBS), Antigone in
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Ferguson (PBS). Regional: Seussical (National
Tour), L'Histoire du soldat, Bernstein’s MASS,
Matilda, Dames at Sea, White Christmas,
Smokey Joe’s Café, The Full Monty, Man of
La Mancha, Chicago, La Cage aux Follies,
The Best Little Whorehouse in Texas, HMS
Pinafore, The Pirates of Penzance. Directing:
Suicide...Anyone?, Max & Ruby (National
Tour), Dearest Mommie - The Musical,
Greater Tuna, Sylvia, Sister Mary Ignatius /
Actor’s Nightmare, An Inspector Calls, Jake’s
Women, and numerous AIDSWalks. Graduate:
University of Missouri - Columbia. Member:
AEA/SDC/SMA.

PAMELA BRUSOSKI (Assistant Stage
Manager) has been a stage manager at Irish
Rep for over 20 years and for more than 40
shows. Notable/favorite productions include
Dancing at Lughnasa, Finian’s Rainbow, The
Emperor Jones, Molly Sweeney, and Freedom
of the City. Broadway: Beauty and the Beast
and Little Women. Selected Off-Broadway:
Charles Grodin’s The Right Kind of People
(Primary Stages), A Last Dance for Sybil with
Ruby Dee and Ossie Davis (New Federal
Theatre), Mint Theater Company, The York
Theatre Company, and Carnegie Hall.
Regionally: Pioneer Theatre Company,
Pittsburgh CLO and Pittsburgh Public Theater.
MFA in Directing: Brooklyn College (CUNY).

CIARAN O'REILLY (Producing Director)
Favorite  directing credits include:
Philadelphia, Here | Come! (as part of lrish
Rep's 35th season long celebration: The Friel
Project; Lortel Nom., Drama Desk Nom., OCC
Nom.) Love Letters, Endgame (Off-Broadway
Alliance Award for Best Play Revival, OCC
Nom., Lortel Nom., and Drama Desk Nom.),
The Butcher Boy, A Touch of the Poet,
Autumn Royal, A Touch Of the Poet*, The
Weir* (*Performances on Screen), Lady G:
Plays and Whisperings of Lady Gregory,
Dublin Carol, The Shadow of a Gunman, The
Seafarer, The Dead, 1904, Shining City, Off
the Meter, On the Record, The Weir (Calloway
Nom.), Banished Children of Eve, The
Emperor Jones (Callaway Award, O’Neill
Credo Award, Drama Desk, Drama League,
and Lucille Lortel Nom.), The Hairy Ape

(Drama Desk Drama League and Callaway
Nom.), Philadelphia, Here | Come! (Drama
Desk Nom). Irish Rep acting roles include
Philadelphia, Here | Come! (AEA Richard Seff
Award), Da, Juno and the Paycock, Dancing
at Lughnasa, Molly Sweeney, Candida,
Aristocrats, A Whistle in the Dark, The
Shaughraun, and The Irish and How They
Got That Way. He appeared in the
Roundabout Theatre Company’s production
of A Touch of the Poet with Gabriel Byrne.
He has appeared at the Abbey Theatre in
Dublin and made his Broadway debut in The
Corn is Green. Films include The Devil’s Own
(starring Harrison Ford), Law & Order, The
Irish...and How They Got That Way, Third
Watch, Bored to Death and The Knick.
Ciardn has been inducted in to the lIrish
America Hall of Fame and has been awarded
the Presidential Distinguished Service Award
for the Irish Abroad, 2019 by President of
Ireland, Michael D. Higgins.

IRISH REPERTORY THEATRE Founded by
Ciardn O’Reilly and Charlotte Moore in 1988,
Irish Repertory Theatre opened its doors with
Sean O’Casey’s The Plough and the Stars,
and is now in its 35th Season. Irish Rep is the
only year-round theatre company in North
America devoted to bringing Irish and Irish-
American works to the stage. Recognized
with the Jujamcyn Theatres Award in 2007, a
special Drama Desk Award for “Excellence in
Presenting Distinguished Irish Drama,” in
1992, the Lucille Lortel Award for “Outstanding
Body of Work,” in 2005, and a 2013 Outer
Critics Circle Special Achievement Award for
25 years of producing outstanding theatre.
Irish Repertory Theatre is proud to present
the very best in lIrish theatre, from the
masters to the new generation of Irish and
Irish-American writers who are transforming
the stage. Located in the heart of New York’s
Off-Broadway community, Irish Rep offers
an engaging perspective on the Irish and
their unique contributions to the world of
drama. In May 2020, Irish Rep presented full-
length digital productions as filmed during
the COVID-19 pandemic as Irish Rep Online,
welcoming new audiences from around
the globe.
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SERVICES

LATECOMERS will be seated at the discretion of the House Manager
at the first appropriate interval on a space available basis.

ACCESSIBLE seating is available, by reservation, for patrons with
disabilities. For assistive listening devices and i-Caption devices, please
see a House Manager or Front of House Associate.

ADVERTISE in our program! For options and rates call
212.255.0270, or email samantha@irishrep.org

TICKETS are available at IrishRep.org or by calling the box office at
212.727.2737. No refunds. No exchanges. All sales are final.

COVID-19 audience members may choose whether or not they
wear face masks throughout our theatre spaces. Learn more at
irishrep.org/covid19

FIRE NOTICE

The exit indicated by a red light and sign nearest to the seat you occupy
is the shortest route to the street. In the event of fire or other emergency
please do not run — WALK TO THAT EXIT.

Thoughtless persons annoy patrons and endanger the safety of others
by lighting matches or smoking in prohibited areas during the
performance and intermissions. This violates a city ordinance and is
punishable by law.

— FIRE COMMISSIONER

WARNING

The photographing or sound recording of any performance or the
possessing of any device for such photographing or sound recording
inside this theatre, without the written permission of the management,
is prohibited by law. Violators may be punished by ejection and
violation may render the offender liable for money damages.

New York City Ordinance prohibits use of cellular phones, pagers,
personal digital assistants, and other audible electronic devices during
a performance. If you are in possession of one, please be sure it is
turned off prior to the performance.

Smoking is prohibited anywhere on the premises. This violates a city
ordinance & is punishable by law.
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A Letter from the Directors

In 2005, our lease was running out on our space on West 22nd Street. Chelsea
had become a much more sought-after destination than when we had begun
seventeen years before and the real estate wolves were circling to claim our
cherished ground.

We knew if we didn’t find a way to own our crib, we were destined to become
a traveling fit-up show and probably fade away. Friends came to our rescue but
none more elegant than Brian Friel, who sent the following dispatch:

“For seventeen years the Irish Repertory Theatre has offered excellent
theatre to thousands of New Yorkers, some with Irish connections,
some without.

And because that excellence has been pursued with dedication and
so selflessly, and because the best theatre involves an experience
of the spirit, the ground they occupy has now been made sacred by
them.

They have made their space hallowed.

It would be unthinkable if 132 W. 22nd St. were to slip from them and
become secularized.

It must remain under their wonderful guardianship.” — Brian Friel

Those ringing words inspired us then and has sustained us through the years.
Many of those years were occupied in presenting this great playwright’s work,
fourteen productions in all, which makes this hallowed space all the more sacred
by his genius.

Ut Tephe . e St

CHARLOTTE MOORE, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR CIARAN O’REILLY, PRODUCING DIRECTOR




BRIAN FRIEL (1929-2015)

Brian Friel was a dramatist and writer often referred to as the ‘Irish Chekhov’ for his plays exploring social
and political life in both the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland. Over the course of a career spanning
more than sixty years, Friel examined the tangled relationships between nationality, history, and
narrative, with large, intergenerational casts of characters. His work was influenced by his upbringing in
the rural north of Ireland, with more than a dozen of Friel’s works set in the fictional Donegal town of
Ballybeg (translating to “small town”).

Friel was born in Killyclogher near Omagh, County Tyrone, to Sean Friel, a primary-school principal, and
Mary McLoone, a postmistress. Friel spent half of his childhood in his father’s home city of Derry before
attending St. Patrick’s College in Maynooth as a seminarian — he was never ordained, but graduated with
a BA in 1948. In 1954, Friel married Anne Morrison, with whom he raised four daughters and a son.
Alongside his work as a teacher, Friel began his career as a writer of short fiction, publishing his first short
story in an Irish literary magazine before having work published in The New Yorker. By 1960, he was able
to leave his teaching post to work full time as a writer.

Friel was given the opportunity to hone his skills as a dramatist when, in 1963, Tyrone Guthrie invited him
to observe rehearsals in the Guthrie Theater in Minneapolis, an experience which Friel described as
“enabling.” Shortly after, Friel wrote his first major success, Philadelphia, Here | Come!, which takes place
the evening before a young man emigrates to the United States from Ballybeg. Initially produced at the
Gaiety Theatre as part of the Dublin Theatre Festival, the play came to Broadway in 1966, where it
received six Tony Award nominations including Best Play and Best Director.

Friel’s momentum as a playwright coincided with The Troubles in Northern Ireland, a period of violent
sectarian conflict between nationalists, who wanted Northern Ireland to be part of the Republic of Ireland,
and unionists, who wanted Northern Ireland to remain part of the United Kingdom. In 1972, Friel was a
member of the crowd present at the Bloody Sunday massacre in Derry as he marched in protest of intern-
ment without trial. British soldiers opened fire on protesters, killing at least thirteen civilians and injuring
several more. The incident — and its cover-up — inspired Friel’s 1973 play The Freedom of the City, which
led Friel to meet actor Stephen Rea.

In 1980, Friel and Rea founded Field Day Theatre Company, and its inaugural production of Friel’s new
play Translations was performed in the Guildhall in Derry. Field Day began publishing pamphlets — and,
later, anthologies — on a wide variety of historical, cultural, and academic subjects. At this point in his
career, Friel began adapting the works of Anton Chekhov — including Three Sisters, Uncle Vanya, and The
Bear — a practice he would continue for more than two decades.

Perhaps Friel’s best-known work, Dancing at Lughnasa, premiered at the Abbey Theatre in 1990, and
shortly thereafter transferred to the National Theatre in London, winning the Olivier Award for Play of the
Year. Dancing at Lughnasa ran for more than a year on Broadway and received three Tony Awards including
Best Play. A film version was released in 1998 starring Meryl Streep and directed by Pat O’Connor.

In 2006, Friel was elected to the position of Saoi of the Aosdana, the highest honor bestowed by the Irish
association of artists, and in 2009 Queen’s University, Belfast, inaugurated the Brian Friel Theatre and
Centre for Theatre Research. Friel died on October 2, 2015.




TIMELINE OF BRIAN FRIEL'S LIFE AND WORK

Photo: Bobbie H3

1929 Brian Friel born on January 9thinKillyclogher,
County Tyrone, to Sean Friel, a primary-school
principal, and Mary McLoone, a postmistress.

1939 Friel and his family move to Derry, his father’s
home city.

1948 Friel graduates from St. Patrick’s College in
Maynooth with a BA.

1952 Friel Publishes his first short story, The
Child, in the Irish literary magazine The Bell.

1954 Friel marries Anne Morrison. They will go on
to have four daughters and a son.

1958-1959 His first radio play, A Sort of Freedom,
is produced by BBC Radio Northern Ireland, followed
shortly by his second, To This Hard House. The New
Yorker magazine publishes his story The Skelper.

1960 His first stage play, The Francophile, later
retitted A Doubtful Paradise, is premiered by the
Group Theatre in Belfast. The same year, with a
contract from The New Yorker, he leaves teaching to
write full time.

1962 His play The Enemy Within premieres in the
Abbey Theatre. His first short-story collection,
A Saucer of Larks, is published. He begins writing a
weekly column in the Irish Press.

1963 The Blind Mice premieres in Dublin at the
Eblana Theatre. At the invitation of Tyrone Guthrie,
Friel spends time as “an observer” at the Guthrie
Theater in Minneapolis.

1964 Philadelphia, Here | Come! premieres at the
Gaiety during Dublin Theatre Festival, produced by
the Gate Theatre.

1966 Philadelphia, Here | Come! transfers to the
Helen Hayes Theater on Broadway and runs for nine
months. At the same theater, The Loves of Cass
McGuire premieres — and closes after 20
performances. Friel publishes a second short-story
collection, The Gold in the Sea.

1967 The Loves of Cass McGuire premieres at the
Abbey Theatre, Philadelphia, Here | Come! opens
in London, and Lovers is staged at the Gate Theatre.

1969 The Mundy Scheme premieres at the
Olympia Theatre in Dublin; its New York run at the
Royale Theatre closes after two performances.

1971 The Gentle Island premieres at the Olympia
Theatre.

1972 Friel marches with members of the Northern
Ireland Civil Rights Association in Derry to protest
against internment without trial. During the march,
British soldiers open fire in the Bogside area, Killing
at least 13 civilians and injuring others, in an event
which would become known as Bloody Sunday.

1973 The Freedom of the City opens at the Abbey
Theatre in Dublin, informed by Bloody Sunday and
the exoneration of British authorities by the Widgery
tribunal. The play also premieres at the Royal Court in
London, where Friel first meets actor Stephen Rea.

1975-1979 Volunteers (1975), Living Quarters
(1977), and Aristocrats (1979) open at the Abbey
Theatre.




TIMELINE OF BRIAN FRIEL'S LIFE AND WORK

1980 Friel and Stephen Rea found Field Day
Theatre Company, with Translations as the
company's first production in the Guildhall in Derry.
Faith Healer has its Irish premiere at the Abbey
Theatre, following a 20-day run on Broadway the
previous year.

1981 Faith Healer premieres at the Royal Court;
Translations opens in New York and London. Friel's
translation of Chekhov's Three Sisters premieres in
Derry for Field Day followed by a tour.

1982 Premiere of The Communication Cord in
Derry before touring. Friel is elected a member of
Aosdana, an Irish association of established artists.

1987 Friel is appointed to the Irish Senate, Seanad
Eireann, where he serves until 1989. His adaptation
of Turgenev's Fathers and Sons premieres in
London at the National Theatre.

1988 Making History premieres at the Guildhall in
Derry as Friel’s final play for the company.

1990 Dancing at Lughnasa premieres at the
Abbey Theatre then transfers to the National Theatre
in London, winning the Olivier Award for Play of the
Year. Irish Repertory Theatre produces a revival of
Philadelphia, Here | Come!.

1991 Dancing at Lughnasa runs for more than a
year at the Plymouth Theatre on Broadway, and wins
three Tony Awards, including the award for Best
Play. The American premiere of Making History
takes place at the Irish Repertory Theatre.

1992 Friel's version of Charles Macklin's The
London Vertigo premieres at Andrew's Lane Theatre
ina production by the Gate. His version of Turgenev's
A Month in the Country premieres at the Gate.

19931997 Wonderful Tennessee (1993)
premieres at the Abbey; its New York run at the
Plymouth Theatre ends after nine shows. Friel
resigns from Field Day in 1994 and his play Molly
Sweeney premieres at the Gate Theater before
transferring to the Almeida in London. Give Me Your
Answer, Do! (1997) premieres at the Abbey Theatre.

1998 The film adaptation of Dancing at Lughnasa,
with a screenplay by Frank McGuinness, is released.
Friel's version of Uncle Vanya premieres at the Gate
Theatre.

1999 The Friel Festival takes place in Dublin,
coinciding with Friel's 70th birthday. Dancing at
Lughnasa, The Freedom of the City, Living
Quarters, and Making History are performed at the
Abbey; Aristocrats is performed at the Gate; an RSC
production of A Month in the Country is staged.

2001-2005 The National Library of Ireland
archives Friel’s body of work. The Yalta Game
(2001) premieres at the Gate. Two Plays After
(2002), Performances (2003), and The Home Place
(2005) premiere at the Gate Theatre. Irish Repertory
Theatre presents a revival of Philadelphia, Here |
Come!.

2006 Elected to the position of Saoi, Aosdana’s
highest honor.

2007 Friel's version of Ibsen's Hedda Gabler
opens at the Gate Theatre.

2009 Aristocrats is produced at the Irish Repertory
Theatre.

2011 Friel is named Donegal Person of the Year for
2010. Irish Repertory Theatre presents Dancing at
Lughnasa and Molly Sweeney; the latter moves to
Long Wharf Theatre, New Haven.

2012 1Irish Repertory Theatre produces The
Freedom of the City.

2015 Brian Friel dies on October 2nd.

2016 Afterplay has its New York premiere at the
Irish Repertory Theatre.

2017 Irish Repertory Theatre presents the New
York premiere of The Home Place.

2018 Two by Friel is staged at the Irish Repertory
Theatre, featuring Lovers: Winners and The Yalta
Game.




IRISH REPERTORY THEATRE COMPANY

Brendan Aanes
Gary Adler
Shereen Ahmed
Hamish Allen-Headley
Shannah Allison
Esther Arroyo
Arthur Atkinson
Jay Aubrey Jones
Belle Aykroyd
Florrie Bagel
Conor Bagley
David Baida
Mike Baldassari
Gail Baldoni
Talia Balsam
Nicolas Barasch
Bailey Bass
Jamie Beamish
Jeffrey Bean
John Lee Beatty
David Beck
Barbara A. Bell
John Bell
William Bellamy
Liam Bellman-Sharpe
Laura Benanti
Kaleigh Bernier
Ann Beyersdorfer
Reed Birney
Ephraim Birney
Heather Martin Bixler
Amy Bodnar
Stephen Bogardus
Haley Bond
Marc Atkinson Borrull
Ciaran Bowling
Christina Bracco
Deirdre Brennan
Stephen Brennan
Matthew Broderick
Nathanael Brown
Carey Rebecca Brown
Pamela Brusoski
Kimberly Doreen Burns
Kate Burton
Dan Butler
Ciaran Byrne
Dewey Caddell
Emma Camp
Colin Campbell
Owen Campbell
Len Cariou

Orlagh Cassidy
Joe Cassidy
Yu-Hsuan Chen
Tracy Christensen
Jonathan Christman
Una Clancy
Josh Clayton
Rufus Collins
Rachel Coloff
Kerry Conte
Amanda Jane Cooper
Charlie Corcoran
Peter Cormican
Nicholas A. Cotz
Peyton Crim
Dermot Crowley
Robert Cuccioli
John Cudia
Ben Davis
Susan Davey
Jeff Davolt
Barry Day
Sinead Diskin
Craig Wesley Divino
Leon Dobkowski
Jade Doina
Mary Jo Dondlinger
Terry Donnelly
Michelle Dooney Mahon
David Downes
Margaret Dudasik
Rory Duffy
John Treacy Egan
Lindsey Eifert
Danielle Elegy
Caroline Eng
Matthew Engle
Melissa Errico
David Esler
Karen Evanouskas
Ali Ewoldt
Katie Fabel
Linda Fisher
James FitzSimmons
Kathy Fitzgerald
Patrick Fitzgerald
Julie Foh
Sofia Foran
Kate Forbes
Jackie Fox
Jane Fujita
Yasuhiko Fukuoka

Lindsay Fuori
Stephen Gabis
Aaron Gaines
Boyd Gaines
Caitlin Gallogly
Victor Garber
Leana Gardella
Mary Garrigan
Daniel Geggatt
Rachel Geier
Matt Gibson
Briana Gibson Reeves
Melissa Gilbert
Phil Gillen
Ed Goldschneider
Sean Gormley
Michael Gottlieb
Pamela J. Gray
Andrea Lynn Green
Bob Green
Dante Green
Joe Grifasi
Kristin Griffith
Elliot Griggs
Gabrielle Guagenti
Stephanie Roth Haberle
John Haidar
Martha Hally
Colin Hamell
Jean Hanff Korelitz
Sam Hartley
Mark Hartman
Cillian Hegarty
Meg Hennessy
Richard Henry
Erica Hernandez
David Hess
Maeve Higgins
Brandy Hoang Collier
Daisy Hobbs
Tom Holcomb
Johnny Hopkins
Doug Hughes
Geraldine Hughes
Miriam Hyfler
Bill Irwin
Ben Jacoby
Toni-Leslie James
Carson Joenk
Austyn Johnson
Patrice Johnson
Chevannes

Elliot Joseph
Carol Kane
Brian Keane
John Keating
Aoife Kelly
Richard Kent
Paul Keogan
Justin Keyes
Patricia Kilgarriff
Haskell King
Jo Kinsella
April Ann Kline
Nina Korelitz Matza
Barry Kreinik
Kylie Kuioka
Ron Lagomarsino
Owen Laheen
Reed Lancaster
Hugh Landwehr
Colin Lane
Robert Langdon Lloyd
China Lee
Christine Lemme
Jenny Leona
Aida Leventaki
Drew Levy
Chen-Wei Liao
Whtiney Locher
Orla Long
Evanna Lynch
Jude Lynch
Deirdre Madigan
Brian MacDevitt
Robert Mack
Dan Macke
Labhaoise Magee
Daniel J. Maldonado
Mary Mallen
Ed Malone
Peter Maloney
Kate Mandracchia
Daniel Marconi
Nate Markiewicz
Marsha Mason
Colum McCann
Mary McCann
Matthew McCarthy
Malachy McCourt
John McDonagh
David McElwee
Kate McGee
Sean McGinley
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Polly McKie
Barry McNabb
Colin McPhillamy
Jennifer McVey
Brenda Meaney
Michael Mellamphy
Christopher Metzger
Jordan Meyer
Hope Michelson
Dearbhla Molloy
Aedin Moloney
Paddy Moloney
Rebecca C. Monroe
James Morgan
Brooklynn Morgan
Edward Morris
Asher Muldoon
Paul Muldoon
Marie Mullen
Mary Mulligan
Nicola Murphy Dubey
Andy Murray
Jenn Murray
Hidenori Najako
Brian Nason
Sven Nelson
Joshua Neufeld
Seth Numrich
James Noone
Joe O'Byrne
Emer O'Cleary
Naomi Louisa O'Connell
Michael O'Connor
Emma O'Donnell
David O'Hara
Lauren O'Leary
Erin O'Leary
Kimberly S. O'Loughlin
Finn O'Sullivan
Clare O’Malley
Jamie O'Neill
Giles Packham
Michael Palmer
Tim Palmer
Zhe Pan
Amber Paul
Kent Paul
Neil Pepe
Patti Perkins
Dave Perry
Brian Petchers
Adam Petherbridge

Megan Peti
Jack Phelan
Rachel Pickup
Stephen Pilkington
Mary Ann Plunkett
Liam Prendergast
Dan Prosky
Michael Quadrino
Amanda Quaid
McKenna Quigley
Harrington
Michele Ragusa
Christopher Randolph
Giselle Andrea Raphaela
Aidan Redmond
Rob Rees
Leenya Rideout
Meredith Ries
Logan Riley
Ashley Robinson
Oona Roche
Steve Ross
Lisa Rothe
Fran Rubenstein
Tim Ruddy
Ryan Rumery
Thomas Russell
James Russell
Danielle Ryan
Lawrence Schober
Dan Scully
Karl Scully
Molly Seidel
Ciaran Sheehan
Stanley Allan Sherman
Brooke Shields
Chika Shimizu
A.J. Shively
Frank Shouldice
Kira Simring
Narelle Sissons
David Sitler
John Slattery
Emmet Smith
Harry Smith
J. Smith-Cameron
Jonathan Snipes
Meredith Sommers
Olivia Songer
Rick Sordelet
Dale Soules
M. Florian Staab

David Staller
Scott Stangland
Rachel Stone
Christian Strange
Caroline Strange
Sarah Street
Gabrielle Strong
KT Sullivan
Colm Summers
Gordon Tashjian
Teho Teardo
Giles Thomas
John Douglas Thompson
Tracy Thorne
Marian Tomas Griffin
David Toser
Sara Jean Tosetti
Stanley Townsend
Teddy Trice
Avery Trunko
David Hancock Turner
Richard Twyman
Jordan Tyson
John Vennema
Alejo Vietti
Rosanna Vize
Max von Essen
Brooke Von Hensbergen
Ryan Vona
Price Waldman
Craig Waletzko
Devin Wein
Delaney Westfall
Erin Wilhelmi
Zachary Williamson
John Windsor-
Cunningham
Mary Wiseman
Sam Yates
Rex Young
Haydee Zelideth
Evan Zes
Kat Zhou
Robert Zukerman

In Memory
Brendan Burke

Helena Carroll
Richard Clausen
Paddy Croft
Donal Donnelly
Vincent Dowling

Alvin Epstein
John Fiedler
Jerry Finnegan
Pauline Flanagan
Herb Foster
Bernard Frawley
Kenneth Garner
Gary Gregg
Donald Grody
Margaret Hall
Jack Hofsiss
Celeste Holm
George S. Irving
Stephen Jones
Eamon Kelly
John Leighton
Leo Leyden
Rusty Magee
Tommy Makem
Graeme Malcolm
Victoria Mallory
Anna Manahan
Nancy Marchand
Alphie McCourt
Frank McCourt
Dermot McNamara
Paddy Moloney
Fidelma Murphy
Brian Murray
Edwin C. Owens
Patricia O'Connell
John O'Creagh
Aideen O'Kelly
Chris O'Neill
Milo O'Shea
Joshua Park
Harold Prince
Carmel Quinn
Charles Nelson Reilly
Enid Rogers
Jack Ryland
Julian Sands
Marian Seldes
Sloane Shelton
Maurice Sheehan
Stephen Sondheim
lan Stuart
Robert-Charles Vallance
Tony Walton
Paul Weidner
Fritz Weaver

(List from the last 5 years
as of May 2024)
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Kathleen Begala, Chair
Tom Cashin
Kevin M. Curley
John DellaNoce
Eoin Duane
John Duane
Tina Pendergrast Santi Flaherty
John Gardiner
Edward Greene
Michael Keogh
Cornelius V. Kilbane, Jr.
Simon Lorne
Ellen McCourt, Chair Emeritus
Charlotte Moore
Colleen Murphy
Brendan O'Reilly
Ciaran O'Reilly
Anna V. Smith
Nancy Woodruff
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CONTRIBUTORS TO IRISH REPERTORY THEATRE

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTERS

(as of May 8, 2024)

Irish Rep gratefully acknowledges the following individuals for support received this year.
Although space limitations allow us only to list donors of $250 and above, we thank our supporters at all levels.

UNDERWRITERS
$20,000 AND
BOVE)
Anonymous (2)
Kathleen Begala &
Yves-André Istel*
Loretta Brennan
Glucksman*
Israel A. Englander*
Tina Pendergrast
Santi Flaherty*
John Gardiner*
Deborah & Rocco
Landesman*
Simon Lorne*
Ellen McCourt*
Colleen Murphy*
Joseph & Mary Lou
Quinlan*
Virginia Richards
Nancy Woodruff &
Mark Lancaster*,
in honor of
Tom Cashin

ANGELS

($10,000 -$19,999)
Anonymous

Kay Allaire

Mitch Appel*
Ambassador Elizabeth

Frawley Bagley*
Marvin & Patricia

Carlson
Jane & Raphael

Bernstein
Paul & Jeanne Carroll
Andrew & Cathy

Carron*

Tom Cashin &

Jay Johnson*
Andrew Ceresney*
Jay Clayton*

Kevin M. Curley*
John DellaNoce*
John Duane*
Rebecca & Eoin

Duane*

Ellen & Frank Estes

Edward Greene*

Brian & Carla Hahn,
in honor of

Colleen Murphy
Edward Herlihy*
Michael & Karen Keogh*
Mike Leddy
Sophie Sweetman

McConnell*

Mark Meskin*

Barry Munger &
Sarah O’Neill

Ajay Nagpal*

Sheila & Brendan
O'Reilly*

Kathleen & Peter
Quinn*

Barry & Sheryl
Schwartz*

John J. Shay*

Anna V. Smith*

Anne & Scott Springer*

Robert Stebbins*

Kathleen Walsh &
Gene Bernstein

Nina & Michael Zilkha

DIRECTORS
($5,000 - $9,999)
Anonymous
Bernard Bailey
John Lee Beatty*
Anthony Aguila &
Trixia Camacho
Brendan Cameron,
in honor of
Tess & John Cameron
Vernon Bauer &
Christopher Carolan
Henry Rodgin Cohen*
Linda Corradina
Margaret Duffy*
Barbaralee
Diamonstein-
Spielvogel
Michael & Angela Errico
David Evans
Linda Fane*
Herbert & Cynthia
Fields
Patricia Francy
Shelly & Vincent
Fremont*
Monique Giroux
John Greed
Joe & Carol Grundfest
Reily Hendrickson *
Jerry Heymann
Sophia Hughes*
Robert Kelman
Swoosie Kurtz
Cathy & Christopher
Lawrence*
Lois Lipton
Dr. Franklin Lowe &

Anne Anderson*
Florence Mahony,
in memory of
Brian Mahony
Suzanne & Joseph
Martin
Patricia & Bernard
McElhone
Eileen Mclnerney
Terry Meehan,
in honor of
Kathleen Begala
Monica Mullin
Mike Mellody
James & Dore Normile
Joan O'Meara Winant
Micheal O'Siadhail &
Christina Weltz,
in honor of
Charlotte Moore &
Ciardn O’Reilly
Robert Robbins
John Schwartz*
Jack Sennott
Daniel Snow &
Merilee Raines

PRODUCERS
($2,500 - $4,999)
Anonymous (3)
Steven Beede*
David & Deirdre
Brennan*
Peter Burk &
Nelly Edmondson*
Maureen & James
Callanan*
William Carlough*
Andrew J. Cohen*,
in honor of
Tom Cashin
Gene deBartolo &
Howard Streitman*
Keith de Lellis*
John de Stefano*
Patricia Dugan,
in memory of
Bill Perlmuth
John Fitzpatrick
Lori & Edward Forstein
John Glover*
Mary Grasso
Kathryn Greenberg®,
in honor of
Barbaralee
Diamonstein-
Spielvogel

Candace Grimes

Harry & Kathy
Hagendorf

Mary E. Harrigan &

Andrew P. Tothy*

James Hart

Joseph Hassett

Molly K. Heines &
Thomas J. Moloney*

Sigrid Hess

Jane B. Holzer*

Katherine Houghton

James Houlihan

Robert & Sally Huxley

Penny & Thomas
Campbell Jackson*

Joyce Jed

Adrian M. Jones

Peter Kelly

Brigid & Ed Kenney

Neal Kilbane*

Robert Knauss*

Thomas & Judy
Leane

Resa Levinson

Dr. Jim Marion*

Robert McCain*

Gerard Meagher*

Josephine Merck*

Esther Milsted

Carole Pesner

Gil Raviv*

Marjorie Rosen

Fiona & Eric Rudin®,
in honor of
Tom Cashin

David Sadroff

Don & Dana
Scardino-Williams*

Martin Schwartz*

Lynn Schwartz

The Shanahan Family

Julia Shea

Leslie & Vicki
Silverman*

Chris & Joanne Stavrou

Simona Volpi &
Peter Stevens*

Kathryn F. Wagner

Elsie Walker*

Joan Weingarten &

Robert Donnalley

Angela Westwater &
David Meltus*

Stephen Whyte &
Rebecca Ralston

Vaughn Williams*
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BENEFACTORS
($1,000 - $2,499)
Anonymous,
in memory of
Joe Clarke
Anonymous
Anthony & Patricia
Alofsin,
in honor of
Colleen Murphy
Becky A. Baker*
Meg & Jimmy Baker
Nancy & Bruce Bent
Joseph Bosco*
Dympna Bowles &
Donal Farley
Sandy Brant*
Virginia Brody
Dr. Elizabeth AR Brown
Ann Burgmeyer
Edmund D. Byrnes
Joseph Cahalan &
Carolyn Perla*
Mary Cahill
Brendan Cahill
Cathy Caplan
Judy Cash
Michael Charles
Fred Chernoff
Constance Christensen
Kathleen Clark &
Richard Frankel*
Julie Connelly
Clare Curtin
Martin Daly
James & Diana Davies
James Danziger
Domitilia M. Dos Santos
Arden Down*
Linda Dupree
Cathy Dwyer
Michael Emerson*
Maureen & Carl
Engelbert
Stephanie & Michael
Ferdman Fund*,
in honor of
Tom Cashin
Anita & John Fiorillo
Lee Fitzpatrick
Derek Flanagan
Joan Flanigan*
Adrian & Aine
Flannelly*
Mike Forman
Kay Foster*
John & Marianne
Fouhey
Patti & Chris Gallagher
Marguerite Gary
Roberta Garza
Patricia Geoghegan

Mary & Alec Gerster
Fred Gilbert
Maureen Gebhardt &

Len Goldberg,

in honor of

The Amazing

Nancy Woodruff
Dr. Barbara Gordon
Claire Lieberwitz &

Arthur Grayzel MD
Michelle Griffin
Amy Grissom
Mary Harrison
Jon Herbert
Kelley Hicks*
Geraldine Hughes
Ken Jenkins
Simon Jones
Patricia & William

Jordan
Bill & Margaret Kable
Sharon Karmazin
Jordan Katz &

Ellen Schleifer
Deborah Brown*
Aidan Kehoe
Colleen Kelly*
Anthony Kelly
Mary Jane &

Jeff Kupsky,

in honor of

Nancy Woodruff &

Colleen Murphy
Jeanne Levan
Andrew Levander
Beth & Jim Lewis
Patricia Lewis
Douglas Liebhafsky &

Wendy Gimbel
Jane Macan
Ruth H. Marcon
Elizabeth Marks
William J. Martin
Melanie Mason
Margaret McConnell

Neckles*

Elisabeth & Joseph

McLaughlin*
Tobias Meyer &

Mark Fletcher*
Ned & Valerie

Monaghan*

Susan Monserud &

Ric Sonder
John Moroney
Michael Nassar
Fay Novack
Adele O'Grady Botticelli*
James O'Malley*
Sylvia & Michael

O'Neill
Alexandra of Greece*

Peter & Marilyn
Oswald

Maryellen & Mark
Phelan

Leslie Purcell*

Marcia Purcell

Gustavus Remak
Ramsay

Katia & Howard Read*

Maria & Steve Reed

Carolmaria

Rehhausser

Jonathan Reilly

Matthew & Beth
Ricciardi

Sarajane Robinson
Senturia

Ricki Roer

Marjorie Rosenthal

Jim Rossman

Brian Sawyer*

Janet Kane Scapin

Bernard Schleifer

Rose & Laura Schwally

Ellen Seeley

David Green & Karen
Segal

James Sherman*

Zachary & Susan
Shimer

Pamela Singleton

Brian Cromwell Smith

Donna & George
Smith*

Matthew Patrick
Smyth*

Michael Stanton

Ingrid Steffensen &
Jeffrey Bruce

Patricia Stockhausen &
Michael Emmerman

Anna Sui*

Dr. Larry Sullivan

Kenneth & Jean
Telljohann

Ciaran O'Driscoll &
Susan Isla Tepper®,
in memory of
Stella Ryan

Catherine Terrell

Vlad Torgovnik*

Amor & Maggie Towles

Dan Barry & Mary
Trinity

Frances & Paul Turner

Rima Vargas-Vetter &
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FOUNDATION, CORPORATE & GOVERNMENT SUPPORTERS

(as of May 8, 2024)

Irish Repertory Theatre’s work would not be possible without public funds provided from the New York City Department of Cultural Affairs with
support from Mayor Eric Adams, Cultural Affairs Commissioner Laurie Cumbo, New York City Council Member Erik Bottcher, and Manhattan
Borough President Mark Levine, as well as support from New York State, including Governor Kathy Hochul and Assembly Member Tony Simone.
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The Department of Foreign Affairs &
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The Howard Gilman Foundation

The Ireland Funds America

Millennium Management LLC*

MacMillan Family Foundation

The Morris and Alma Schapiro Fund

Rockefeller Brothers Fund

The Shubert Foundation

$20,000 AND ABOVE

Cravath Swaine & Moore LLP*

Culture Ireland

The Harold and Mimi Steinberg Charitable Trust
The Hugoton Foundation

The Leon Levy Foundation

New York City Department of Cultural Affairs
New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA)
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Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton LLP*
Debevoise & Plimpton LLP*
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Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher LLP*

The Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation
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National Endowment for the Arts
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in honor of Charlotte Moore and Ciardn O'Reilly
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in memory of Edward J. Walsh, Jr.
Coastal Community Foundation of South Carolina
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The GHR Foundation
The Heymann-Wolf Foundation
The Ireland U.S. Council
The Lucille Lortel Foundation
The Muriel F. Siebert Foundation
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The Sidney E. Frank Foundation

$1,000 AND ABOVE
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Caplan Family Foundation, Inc.
The Gustavus Remak Ramsay Charitable Gift Fund
Haley Foundation
The Lambs Foundation
Raymond James and Associates*
*Includes support of Irish Rep’s Annual Gala

PLAY YOUR PART & BECOME A MEMBER!

Help Irish Repertory Theatre bring the finest Irish and Irish-American drama to the stage by becoming a member!
(Each level receives the benefits of prior levels)

FRIEND - $75 ($67.50 tax-deductible)
« 20% discount on 1 ticket per production

« Ticket exchange once per production

« Advance ticket sales

« Irish Rep E-Newsletter

SPONSOR - $150 ($135 tax-deductible)
« 20% discount on 2 tickets per production
» 2 concessions vouchers

ASSOCIATE - $275 ($248 tax-deductible)
« 20% discount on 4 tickets per production

« Waived service charges

« Irish Rep program listing

PARTNER - $650 ($585 tax-deductible)
« 12 Ticket Flex Pass (up to $850 value)

« 20% off tickets beyond Flex Pass

- Welcome gift

« Access to Patron Nights

BENEFACTOR - $1,250 ($1125 tax-deductible)
« 24 Ticket Flex Pass (up to $1,680 value)

« 4 concessions vouchers

« Premium seating*

*Subject to availability & conditions

PRODUCER - $3,000 ($2,700 tax-deductible)
« 40 Ticket Flex Pass (up to $2,800 value)
« 6 concessions vouchers

DIRECTOR - $6,000 ($5,400 tax-deductible)
« 60 Ticket Flex Pass (up to $4,200 value)

« 2 tickets to each Irish Rep Opening Night

« 8 concessions vouchers

ANGEL - $12,500 ($11,250 tax-deductible)

« Unlimited Flex Pass*

*Up to 6 tickets per performance date, subject to
availability

For more information, please visit irishrep.org/membership
or contact Membership at (212) 255-0270 or email at Development@IrishRep.org




Fundraiser for
The Brian Friel Centre
Glenties, Donegal

The Brian Friel Trust was established

in 2017 to found a ‘Brian Friel Centre’,
honouring his rich cultural legacy. The vision
and plan of the Trust is to establish a centre
incorporating ‘The Laurels’ and ‘The Court
house’ in Glenties, Co. Donegal.

The Laurels was home to Brian Friel’s mother and
is the setting of his play Dancing at Lughnasa.
Glenties, and the surrounding Donegal landscape,

has become immortalised in several of his plays as
the fictional village ‘Ballybeg’.

LEARN MORE ABOUT
HOW YOU CAN SUPPORT
THIS PROJECT

Scan the QR to visit the
gofundme link

See How Irish Rep Rates as a Non-Profit:
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MOLLY S

CLASSIC IRISH PUB

%

A most authentic Irish Pub
(conversations encouraged)
Open for lunch, brunch and dinner!

287 3rd Avenue
Between 22nd and 23rd Street

212.889.3361
info@mollysshebeennyc.com

mollysshebeen.com

ALONE'S

IRISH BAR & GRILL

Serving full, Irish breakfast daily,
showing all sports and convenient to
Grand Central Station
+ an outdoor patio!

Monday to Friday: 8AM - 4AM
Saturday and Sunday: 11AM - 4AM

692 third Avenue between 43rd and 44th St.,
New York, NY 10017

646.858.0110
info@malonesnyc.com

malonesnyc.com




REPERTORY
THEATRE

Irish Repertory Theatre, in association with
Octopus Theatricals, is delighted to present
Bill Irwin's award-winning On Beckett for a
limited summer engagement.

ON

BECKETT

Conceived & Performed by
Bill Irwin

July 10, 2024 - August 4, 2024




Enter to win one of our prizes including a 6-night
Taste of Ireland package from CIE Tours with
airfare courtesy of Aer Lingus. Tickets are just $25!
Raffle tickets available at the box office.

Details at irishrep.org/raffle
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As a member of Irish Repertory Theatre, you’ll enjoy the best
access to the great works of Irish & Irish-American.artists and
exclusive benefits reserved for our most.devoted supporters.

Membership starts
at just $75

IRISHREPORG/MEMBERSHIP

Bill Irwin and John Douglas Thompson in the
2023 Irish Rep production of Endgame, Photo by Carol Rosegg.




